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ally different distances from said axis. 
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This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7{2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1 Claims Nos.: 

' — 1 because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Claims Nos.: , , .... 

— because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not cornpry with the prescnbed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claims Nos.: 

— because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of Invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple Inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As aB required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant this International Search Report covers all 
' — i searchable claims. 

2. r™] As aB searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional f Be, this Authority did not invite payment 
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3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
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4. [31 No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
restricted to the Invention first mentioned In the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-7 

A discharge lamp comprising an outer bulb; the outer bulb 
comprising a lamp cap at one end; the outer bulb 
accomodating a discharge vessel provided with electrodes, 
and a first pole and a second pole at some distance from the 
first pole, which poles establish an electrical connection 
between the lamp cap and the electrodes, at least a part of 
the second pole being mainly laterally positioned with 
respect to a discharge axis, said discharge axis forming the 
shortest connection between the electrodes, wherein the 
second pole is positioned unilaterally with respect to the 
discharge vessel, the second pole being shaped such that a 
magnetic field at the location of the discharge vessel is 
minimized (claim 1); 

wherein the second pole is provided with a number of 
successive parts which are laterally positioned with respect 
to the discharge axis in the discharge vessel, which parts 
are spaced apart (claim 2). 

1.1. Claims: 6,7 

A discharge lamp as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
discharge vessel is embodied so as to be 
hermetical -tight, the discharge vessel accomodating at 
least one metallic element. 

2. Claims: 8,9 

A discharge lamp as claimed in claim 1, 

wherein the outer bulb is provided with a diffuse layer 
(claim 8) or with a fluorescent layer (claim 9). 

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not 
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched 
without effort justifying an additional fee. 

I. The comnon concept linking together claims 2 to 9 is the 
subject-matter of claim 1: 

(a) A discharge lamp comprising an outer bulb; the outer bulb 

comprising a lamp cap at one end; the outer bulb 
accomodating a discharge vessel provided with electrodes, 
and a first pole and a second pole at some distance from 
the first pole, which poles establish an electrical 
connection between the lamp cap and the electrodes, at 
least a part of the second pole being mainly laterally 
positioned with respect to a discharge axis, said discharge 
axis forming the shortest connection between the 
electrodes, wherein the second pole is positioned 
unilaterally with respect to the discharge vessel, the 
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second pole being shaped such that a magnetic field at the 
location of the discharge vessel is minimized. 



Concept (a) is not novel, see the e.g. the documents US56G6223A (figures 
19-22 and related text in column 6: in all these figures, the second 
pole B is positioned unilaterally with respect to the discharge vessel 
11, 11A and is shaped such (together with the first pole A) that a 
magnetic field at the location of the vessel is cancelled out), 
FR2553575A (figures 1 and 2 and related text on pages 8-10: the second 
pole 18a, 22, 23 is shaped such that a magnetic field at the location of 
the vessel (namely the magnetic field at the electrode 17a, 17b) is 
minimized), or GB2138629A "(figure 1 and related text: second pole 7). 

II. Claim 1 differs in no feature from concept (a). The remaining claims 
can be grouped according to their special technical features (STFs) , 
representing their contribution over the known concept (a), as follows: 

1. Claims 2-5; of which the STF is that the second pole is 
provided with a number of successive parts which are 
laterally positioned with respect to the discharge axis 
in the discharge vessel, which parts are spaced apart; 
which may be regarded as solving the problem of 
minimizing the magnetic field at the location of the 
discharge vessel while at the same time keeping the 
shape of the second pole simple. 

1.1. Claims 6,7; of which the STF is that the discharge 
vessel is embodied so as to be hermetical -tight and 
that the discharge vessel accomodates at least one 
metallic element; 

which may be regarded as solving the problem of 
permitting a high pressure discharge and an increased 
efficiency of the discharge. 



2. Claims 8,9; of which the STF is that the outer bulb is 
provided with a diffuse layer (claim 8) or with a 
fluorescent layer (claim 9); 
which may be regarded as solving the problem of 
avoiding dazzle by direct light from the discharge 
vessel . 



The designation of any feature as "special technical feature" in the 
present communication does not anticipate any possible result of the 
international preliminary examination with respect to clarity, novelty 
or inventive step. 

There is no special technical feature in common to two or more of these 
groups. 

The above groups equally do not share any corresponding technical 
features because each of the above special features produces a different 
technical effect and relates to the solution of a different technical 
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problem. The above problems can be solved independently and do not form 
a linked series in which the solution of one problem depends on first 
solving the preceding problem, despite the trivial fact that a more 
general problem such as "improving a discharge lamp", which is no 
inventive coimion concept, can always be found. Thus they are technically 
i ndependent . 

Therefore the technical relationship between the subject-matter of the 
above (groups of) claims required by Rule 13.2 is lacking, and the 
requirement for unity of invention referred to in Rule 13.1 PCT is not 
fulfilled. 



III. Hence the International Searching Authority considers that the 
separate inventions or groups of inventions 1., 1.1., and 2, are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 
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